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Positions
Fall 2018- Assistant Professor, School of Politics, Economics, and Global Affairs, IE University
Fall 2017-

Summer 2018
U.S. Foreign Policy and International Security Postdoctoral Fellow, John Sloan
Dickey Center for International Understanding, Dartmouth College

Fall 2016-
Summer 2017

Hayward R. Alker Postdoctoral Research Fellow, Center for International Studies,
University of Southern California

Summer 2016 Lecturer, Department of Political Science, University of California, Berkeley

Education
Summer 2016 Ph.D. in Political Science, University of California, Berkeley

Fall 2013 M.A. in Statistics, University of California, Berkeley
Spring 2010 M.A. in Political Science, University of California, Berkeley
Spring 2009 B.A. (cum laude) in Political Science, University of Notre Dame
Spring 2009 B.A. (cum laude) in Arabic, University of Notre Dame

Selected Research Projects
Sports and Politics
Beyond the Stadium: How Sports Change the World (book project—manuscript completed)
Weaponizing International Sports: The Politics Behind International Sports Sanctions (book
project with Aleksandra Smajevic and Thandiwe Keet—manuscript in progress)
In the media: Washington Post, The Bunker Podcast, El Universo (Ecuador), IE Insights

“Nationalism and Conflict: Lessons from International Sports.” International Studies Quarterly
61(4), 835-849. 2017.
Interactive Maps and Figures (by the Australian Broadcasting Commission)
In the media: Washington Post (I), Washington Post (II), Los Angeles Times, The Atlantic, The Dish,
Huffington Post, ThinkProgress, Mother Jones, Washington Monthly, Inverse, Stratfor, Monkey Cage,
War is Boring, Zeit (Germany), Slate Magazine (France), International Security Network (Switzerland),
El Diario (Spain), Treccani (Italy), ORF (Austria), La Ci Vert (Turkey), L’Esprit Libre (Canada),
Hjorthen (Norway), Voice of America (South Korea), Who Rules TW (Taiwan), Nexo Jornal (Brazil),
ABC (Australia), Kar (Greece), El Comercio (Peru), Bastion Digital (Argentina), La Tercera (Chile),
Efecto Naim, UN Dispatch

“How Do Nationalistic Antagonisms Affect Trade? Evidence from a Large Natural Experiment”
(with Laura Jakli and George Yin—under review)
In the media: Boston Globe

“Rally Round the Team? How International Sports Shape Civil Conflict” (with Dylan Forrester)

Leaders in International Relations
“Leader Age and International Conflict: A Regression Discontinuity Analysis.” Journal of
Peace Research. 61(4), 643-658. 2024 (with Allan Dafoe and Robert Trager).
“Is There a War Party? Party Change, the Left-Right Divide and International Conflict.”
Journal of Conflict Resolution 63(4), 950-975. 2019 (with Allan Dafoe and Robert Trager).
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https://www.washingtonpost.com/politics/2021/07/28/olympic-officials-resisted-pressure-ban-iran-tokyo-games-theyve-banned-teams-before/
https://kite.link/BK1603Boycott
https://www.eluniverso.com/opinion/columnistas/boicots-a-los-juegos-olimpicos-mera-palabreria-o-contundente-ejercicio-de-diplomacia-nota/
https://www.ie.edu/insights/articles/olympic-boycotts-hot-air-or-hard-hitting-diplomacy/
https://academic.oup.com/isq/article/61/4/835/4657195
https://academic.oup.com/isq/article/61/4/835/4657195
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2018-06-14/does-the-world-cup-make-countries-more-aggressive-football-war/9699646
http://www.washingtonpost.com/blogs/monkey-cage/wp/2014/06/03/world-cup-participation-increases-state-aggression/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/monkey-cage/wp/2016/06/22/why-is-the-brexit-vote-happening-smack-in-the-middle-of-a-european-soccer-championship-good-question/
www.latimes.com/sports/soccer/la-sp-world-cup-russia-20180609-story.html
https://www.theatlantic.com/international/archive/2018/02/olympics-opening-ceremony/552722/
http://dish.andrewsullivan.com/2014/06/05/bad-behavior-on-the-soccer-pitch/
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/andrew-bertoli/countries-experience-incr_b_5476766.html
http://thinkprogress.org/sports/2013/07/19/2328641/does-world-cup-nationalism-make-countries-more-aggressive/
http://www.motherjones.com/kevin-drum/2013/07/maybe-soccer-really-does-explain-world
http://www.washingtonmonthly.com/ten-miles-square/2013/07/world_cup_soccer_breeds_nation045911.php
https://www.inverse.com/article/38816-world-cup-soccer-football-conflict
https://worldview.stratfor.com/article/world-cup-nationalism-endures
http://themonkeycage.org/2013/07/19/playing-world-cup-soccer-breeds-nationalistic-aggression/
https://medium.com/war-is-boring/want-more-wars-have-more-world-cups-44eecfda8df0
http://www.zeit.de/sport/2013-07/fussball-studie-krieg-bertoli
http://www.slate.fr/story/88247/coupe-monde-paix-diplomatie
http://isnblog.ethz.ch/culture/will-the-2018-world-cup-start-the-next-football-war
http://www.eldiario.es/piedrasdepapel/Guerra-paz-mundiales-futbol_6_269183095.html
http://www.treccani.it/magazine/atlante/geopolitica/La_tensione_che_nasce_dal_nazionalismo_dello_sport.html
http://sciencev2.orf.at/stories/1740879/index.html
http://www.lacivertdergi.com/gundem/dunya/2014/07/03/dunya-kupasi-barisa-zarar-veriyor
http://revuelespritlibre.org/coupe-du-monde-de-football-ou-la-commercialisation-de-la-paix
http://hjorthen.org/?p=13127
https://www.voakorea.com/a/4251138.html
http://whogovernstw.org/2017/08/30/austinwang27/
https://www.nexojornal.com.br/expresso/2017/12/29/Qual-a-rela~A\protect \T1\textsection ~A\protect \T1\textsterling o-entre-conflitos-internacionais-e-a-Copa-segundo-esta-pesquisa
http://www.abc.net.au/news/sport/programs/grandstand-sports-specials/2017-12-28/more-than-just-a-game/9289838
https://www.kar.org.gr/2014/06/12/????????-2014-?-??????????-???-?????????/
https://elcomercio.pe/opinion/colaboradores/rusia-2018-mundial-futbol-incapacidad-quedarse-paz-elda-cantu-noticia-529800
http://www.bastiondigital.com/notas/hacer-el-f%C3%BAtbol-y-no-la-guerra
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=1&ved=0ahUKEwiXyLrx5OTXAhVH2LwKHX2gCSoQFggpMAA&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.latercera.com%2Fnoticia%2Fmundial-futbol-incentiva-la-violencia-paises-segun-estudio%2F&usg=AOvVaw1c9rApaMrld7N3VLjxlwJB
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_y2FsRDiJr0&t=281s
https://www.undispatch.com/olympic-truce-not-emerging-political-science-shows-us-international-sports-actually-bad-world-peace/
https://www.bostonglobe.com/2021/06/30/opinion/olympics-may-make-world-worse/
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/10.1177/00223433231201447
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/10.1177/00223433231201447
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/abs/10.1177/0022002718772352
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/abs/10.1177/0022002718772352


Research Methodology
“Seeing like a District: Understanding What Close-Election Designs for Leader Characteristics
Can and Cannot Tell Us” (with Chad Hazlett—conditionally accepted)
“Analyzing the Impact of Events Through Surveys: Formalizing Biases and Introducing the
Dual Randomized Survey Design” (with Laura Jakli and Henry Pascoe—under review)

Awards, Fellowships, and Grants
Awards

2023-24 Award for Teaching Excellence, IE University
2022-23 Award for Teaching Excellence, IE University
2021-22 Award for Teaching Excellence, IE University
2020-21 Award for Teaching Excellence, IE University
2019-20 Award for Teaching Excellence, IE University
2018-19 Award for Teaching Excellence, IE University

2012 Outstanding Graduate Student Instructor Award, University of California, Berkeley

Fellowships
2014-15 Graduate Division Fellowship, University of California, Berkeley
2012-13 Department Fellowship, Department of Political Science, University of California,

Berkeley

Grants
2023- Research Grant, Spanish Ministry of Science, Member of team led by Nikitas Konstantinidis

studying the impact of sporting events on political attitudes
2014 National Science Foundation Conference Grant, Society for Political Methodology An-

nual Summer Meeting
2014 Project Development Grant, Berkeley D-Lab
2008 Nanovic Research Grant, Department of Political Science, University of Notre Dame

Selected Invited Talks
Feb 2024 Analyzing the Impact of Events Through Surveys, UCLA
Nov 2022 How Do Nationalistic Antagonisms Affect Trade?, Dartmouth

August 2019 Causal Identification in IR, University of California Institute on Global Conflict and
Cooperation

April 2018 Nationalism and World Politics, University of Cambridge
Feb 2018 Sports Nationalism and World Politics, Presentation for Senior Foreign Policy Advisors,

Capitol Hill, Hosted by the Council on Foreign Relations
May 2017 Estimating the Likelihood of Great Power War, Yale University
May 2017 Nationalism and Conflict: Lessons from International Sports, UCLA

March 2017 Nationalism and the New World Order, University of Pennsylvania

Selected Presentations
July 2024 Analyzing the Impact of Events Through Surveys: Formalizing Biases and Intro-

ducing the Dual Randomized Survey Design, Society for Political Methodology Annual
Summer Meeting

June 2024 Rally Round the Team? How International Sports Shape Civil Conflict, CEEISA-
ISA Joint International Conference



July 2023 Seeing Like a District: Understanding What Close-Election Designs for Leader
Characteristics Can and Cannot Tell Us, Society for Political Methodology Annual
Summer Meeting

March 2023 Exploring a Classroom Simulation About Space and Cyber Affairs, International
Studies Association Annual Conference

May 2021 Nationalism and Trade: Evidence from a Large Natural Experiment Involving the
World Cup, European Consortium for Political Research Joint Sessions

Mar 2019 The Surprising Effectiveness of Sports Sanctions, International Studies Association
Annual Conference

Aug 2017 Violence of the Left and Right: When Liberals and Conservatives Opt for War,
American Political Science Association Annual Conference

Feb 2017 United We Fight: Democratic Unity and State Aggression, International Studies
Association Annual Conference

Aug 2016 Agency Versus Structure in International Affairs: A New Empirical Approach,
American Political Science Association Annual Conference

July 2016 United We Fight: Democratic Unity and State Aggression, Society for Political
Methodology Annual Summer Meeting

Feb 2015 Regression Discontinuity in Practice: Straightforward Solutions to Common Prob-
lems, International Studies Association Annual Conference

Aug 2014 More than a Game: Sports, Nationalism, and Interstate Conflict, American Political
Science Association Annual Conference

Aug 2014 Tribal Relations: Social Cohesion and Shared Sovereignty, American Political Science
Association Annual Conference

Jul 2014 Direct Sports Competition and International Conflict: Evidence from a Random-
ized Natural Experiment, Society for Political Methodology Annual Summer Meeting

Aug 2013 Nationalism and Interstate Conflict: A Regression Discontinuity Analysis, American
Political Science Association Annual Conference

Jul 2013 Nationalism and Interstate Conflict: A Regression Discontinuity Analysis, Society
for Political Methodology Annual Summer Meeting

Mar 2011 Structuring the Study of Conquest, International Studies Association Annual Conference
Sept 2010 The New Motives of Conquest, Berkeley International Relations Colloquium

Courses Taught
Sports and Politics (Spring 2024, Spring 2023, Spring 2022)

Research Methods in IR (Spring 2024, Fall 2023, Fall 2020, Fall 2019, Fall 2018)

Interplanetary Relations (with Charles Kushner) (Spring 2024, Fall 2022)

Technology II (Fall 2023, Fall 2022)

Probability and Statistics (Graduate Level) (Fall 2022, Fall 2021)

Probability and Statistics (Undergraduate Level) (Fall 2021, Fall 2020)

Quantitative Methods (Graduate Level) (Fall 2020)

Programming for Economists I (Fall 2021, Fall 2020)

Global Governance (Spring 2019, Fall 2018)

International Security (Summer 2016, Summer 2015)

Introduction to Empirical Analysis and Quantitative Methods (Summer 2016)



Experience as a Graduate Student Instructor
Conflict Management, with Michaela Mattes
War!, with Ron Hassner
Introduction to Empirical Analysis and Quantitative Methods, with Jason Wittenberg
Quantitative Methodology in the Social Sciences Seminar, with Jasjeet Sekhon
The Statistics of Causal Inference in the Social Sciences, with Jasjeet Sekhon
Introduction to American Politics, with Paul Pierson
Middle Eastern Politics, with Kiren Chaudhry

Classroom Simulation Development
Summary: I am the author of the Space and Cyber Affairs Simulation, which has been
developed at IE University through the Multimedia Department. The game uses challenges
in the space and cyber realms to teach students important insights from game theory and
social constructivism. This simulation is used in courses on a wide range of topics, including
international relations, game theory, negotiation, strategy, and sustainability. The game
materials include a detailed teaching note for instructors, optional lecture slides that can be
presented before the game, and a short preliminary reading for students that will give them
the necessary background information to understand and play the game.
Shortlisted for the Learning Technology Awards in the Best Technology-Based Learning
Game Category (2024)
Shortlisted for the QS Reimagine Education Awards in the E-Learning Category (2023)

Research Assistance in Graduate School
2016 Aila Matanock, Regression Discontinuities in Corruption Country Rankings

2013-14 Jasjeet Sekhon, Analysis of Regression Discontinuities in Electoral Settings
2013-14 Aila Matanock, Shared Sovereignty in International Relations

Selected Work Experience
2015 Statistical Consultant and Instructor, D-Lab, UC Berkeley

Workshop Topics: Regression Discontinuity, Simulations, Text Analysis, Functions, and Data Cleaning
2013 Statistical Consultant, Medical Research on H1N1, Supervised by Jasjeet Sekhon

2011-12 Coordinator, International Relations Colloquium, University of California, Berkeley
2009, 2011-12 Head Coach, Gulf Park Summer Swim Team

2008 Intern, Transatlantic Policy Network, Brussels, Belgium

Service
2014-Present Referee, American Journal of Political Science, American Political Science Review, British

Journal of Political Science, Comparative Political Studies, Conflict Management and Peace
Science, European Journal of Political Research, European Union Politics, Foreign Policy
Analysis, International Area Studies Review, International Organization, International Relations,
International Studies Quarterly, Journal of Causal Inference, Journal of Common Market Studies,
Journal of Conflict Resolution, Journal of Peace Research, Journal of Politics, Kyklos, Nations
and Nationalism, Political Research Quarterly, Political Science Research and Methods, Review
of International Organizations, Security Studies

2020-Present Volunteer R Instructor, IE University
2016 Volunteer Statistical Consultant and Instructor, D-Lab, UC Berkeley
2016 Faculty Sponsor, Enactus, UC Berkeley

https://iepublishing.ie.edu/en/facing-new-challenges-in-space-cyber-affairs-spacegov
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